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" that things being so critical, he cannot further oppose Home
Rule; but he means to go over to Ulster and say to them that he
is not deserting them and never will; but that he begs them to
postpone resistance till after the war, and then c we will dig up
our rifles.' "
If such thoughts passed through Carson's mind he put them
behind him, and indeed the worsening state of Ireland might
have served to convince him that political measures were useless.
The rebels from the date of their release had never ceased to
work to establish a reign of terror. Boycott of the police, am-
bushes, murders, raids for arms, all suggested impending trouble.
Carson's old friends the Southern Unionists plucked up a
desperate courage in the face of danger. On the 4th March, 1918,
Richard Bagwell published his " Call to Unionists ": " In the
maintenance of the Legislative Union between Great Britain
and Ireland, and in the firm, just, and impartial administration
of the law, lies the only hope for the future of our country and
the security of His Majesty's Dominions.*' Carson wrote to sup-
port them: " In the present condition of Ireland it is little short
of insanity that any Government should reopen the question of
Home Rule."
There was a sharp division at that time between the main
body of these Southern Unionists and Lord Midleton's party
which was thought to have compromised their cause at the
Convention; and at a meeting of the Unionist Alliance Lord
Midleton and his friends only escaped defeat by adjournment,
" Your inspiring message," John Walsh, the devoted secretary,
wrote to Carson on 3rd May, 1918, " produced a very salutary
effect on the minds of many members of the Council of the
Alliance, and helped them to make up their minds in the right
way."1
By that time Carson had reason to fear another rebellion in
Ireland. Thus on the 8th May, 1918, he told Colonel Repingtoa
that " the Sinn Feiners have proved to be in correspondence
with the Germans, and that the Boches, recently landed from
submarines, including one in Galway Bay, have confessed
everything."
Rumoulr reigned supreme, flourishing in the reality of the
1 i.e. against Lord Midleton.